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In Remembrance 

Evert Meyer  
 

Born : 25 December 1939 
Died : 10 July 2006 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A lot of people who knew Evert will read this and may disagree with me. 
This is my story of the last two years. 
 Evert moved in with Michelle and I about two years ago. The reason he moved was 
of a personal nature and also because we thought that we could look after him 
better than what he was used to. 
Evert lived for the Museum and his Artwork and what he could do to promote the 
Museum. Once, before he moved in with us, he was supposed to duty one 
S aturday. H e arrived at the plot as sick as a ñdogò. H e blam ed it on som e cocktail 
sausages he had had at his favourite pub the previous evening. He drove through 
from  Joôburg even though he w as so sick that he should not have been behind the 
wheel of a car. This was an indication of the dedication that he had. 
He was someone who would not think of hesitating to charm. Total strangers were 
no problem . Whoever met him was immediately impressed by him because of his 
love of what he was doing. He had a special way of treating people which I hope to 
achieve one day. 
During these last two years, he taught all of us how to be human and how to be 
kind to others. I never once heard him say a bad word about anybody. 
During the last months of his life, he never complained once about anything. Today 
I realise what he must have being going through. I once threatened to kick his butt 
because of what I perceived to be laziness. Not once did he complain of the pain 
which he must have been going through. I have mentioned this to friends and family 
and all agree that in my own Stupid way, I was trying to motivate him to do what he 
did best. Evert, will be missed by all who knew him and the contribution he made to 
Pretoria Branch of the Friends will most definitely be missed. 
Evert, we will never forget You. 
Arthur, Michelle and everyone on the plot. 
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Condolences  

 
Hello girls (also Angie, Stephi, Brandon and Nicole) 
  
We will miss Evert very much and we feel for you all in your time of loss.  The whole family this side 
is thinking of you in your sadness and will pray for you. 
 We hope he finds peace at last. 
 With love and sincere, deep sympathies from 
 Aunthy Max and Ken (U.K.) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð   
Dear Debby and June 
  
I am very saddened, as you both surely are, at the loss of Evert, (your adoptive father, June) (and 
grandfather of Stephi and Angie), in the prime of his life. I feel I must ask you to please accept my 
heartfelt sympathies in your time of bereavement. I can only say, hopefully as a source of comfort to 
you all, that at least he is now out of harms way and released from all pain and suffering, at peace at 
last. I know he must have suffered greatly over the past few years, the loss of your mother not 
helping his strength of mind either. 
 His artistic talents will be sorely missed and his great sense of humour more so. I hope your 
memories of him will be coloured with all the beauty he was able to create within your lives, and 
those of others.  
 He was a pleasure to know and I wish him peace, now. 
 Please let me know when his funeral is. 
 Again, my thoughts are with you in your troubled times. 
 With love and kind thoughts, 
 Granddad (U.K.) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
Thanks for letting me know about Evert.  I was shocked and shed a silent tear for a very dear Friend.  
Evert was truly a Friend in every sense of the word.  A jovial and loyal Friend to all who knew him 
and a very loyal and conscientious Friend of the Museum.  I am sure you will all miss him every 
Saturday at the Clubhouse.  The American Indians believe that the quality of Heaven you go to when 
you die, is proportional and dependant on how those you have left behind, remember you.  Evert is 
with Wendy and they are in a wonderful place. 
 
Love and regards to all, 
Willie and Natie Burger (Velddrif) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
I would be very appreciative if someone would convey our sympathy and prayers to those left 
behind.  We were privileged to know Evert and to spend time with him, however short.  His attitude 
to life and his courage in the face of adversity and sorrow, are an inspiration to all of us.  His 
greatness lies in what he has taught all of us about attitude, and what he passed on to us about 
attitude, during the relatively few years that he spent on this earth.   Thank you Evert for the 
time!  Our lives have been brighter because of your light. 
 
Carol and Neil Thomas (Centurion) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
Please give my condolonces to Evert's family. 
  
Kind regards 
Greg Pullinð Cape Town Friends) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
I was so shocked when Gordon told me of Evert's passing. 
I didn't know he was ill, he looked well when I last saw him. 
Still cant believe. (Guess that's life) 
Thank you so much for the mail. 
Will see you Friday. 
Roedi Brits (North Riding) 
ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
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Short Final  
 
Seeing is believing... Overheard while in the pattern at FNT:  
 
Tower: N12345 traffic at your one o'clock.  
 
N12345: Looking for traffic.  
 
[long pause...]  
 
Tower: N12345 traffic now ... your traffic at three o'clock.  
 
N12345: Still looking. I only see birds over there.  
 
Tower: Well, look close. One of them has a transponder in it.  
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Club Doings, All Kinds of Everything.  

 

B y the tim e you receive this new sletter the new  yearôs calendars w ill probably be at 
the printers. This year we are releasing a Desktop Calendar as well as an A3 bi-
monthly calendar. Be sure to place your orders to avoid disappointment. 

 

 
There will also be a twenty page Aircraft Colouring Book available soon featuring 
the óT oonsô w hich w ere done by E vert for the C lubhouse curtains. T his product has 
the blessing of a new ly established w ebsite ñW ebcatsò and w ill be m arketed by the 
site. H ereôs a preview  of one of the pages: 
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I Remember Evert.  
 
The passing of a friend of forty year standing, colleague and confidant, well 
informed on S.A.A.F. knowledge, without having served in the defence force. This 
was part of the motivation of his being, he will be greatly missed in our midst. He 
has departed to his Wendy, a new B.M.W. motorcycle and a big American V8 
automobile. 
Go in peace OuBoet. 
        George. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evert sharing his knowledge! 

More Club News.  

We have had little or no response to the urgent request for helping hands, I am sure 
a place can be found for your expertise and vast knowledge of fixing, restoring, 
painting etc. etc. 

Yvonne and Terry Cawood have been busy looking after seminars in the audito-
rium. Bryan Bailey delegating, and working, overseeing projects. 

We need to start thinking of our end of year function, any suggestions please. 

24/6/2006ð Louwtjie Vosloo had a computer air combat demonstration in the lec-
ture room, all via internet. Most of these members had never met in person, only 
spoken over the internet. It is quite amazing what can be done with modern technol-
ogy. 
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Introduction to a Series of Articles by Stan Clarke  

 
Ken Smy brought to my attention that he had located a couple of the late Stan 
C larkeôs files in the M useum ôs library. T he contents pertained to the F riends 
F inance w hen S tan w as T reasurer in the early late 1980ôs and early 1990ôs. 
 
Stan spent a couple of days a week in the library going through the many logbooks 
gather data re Aircraft serials, locations, dates, etc.  Amongst the files I found 
number of articles meticulously typed-up by Stan about some characters he 
encountered in these logbooks. I have not edited them, so bear in mind they were 
w ritten in the early 1990ôs.  
 
In this issue we present A MOST UNUSUAL LOGBOOK!!   by Stan Clarke 

During mid 1990, retired Combat General JSJ "Sterk Jan" van der Merwe, 
contacted me to say that he had made a most interesting and unusual find - a 
Logbook. If I could determine what had happened to the probable owner (and 
there was no objection), I could have the Logbook to evaluate and then donate 
same to the SAAF Museum. 

Fairly soon after World War II, Gen. Van der Merwe purchased an old work-
bench from the then Major or Lt Col (Technical) JOE MAYHEW. Some 45 
years later (i.e.: during April 1990), Gen. Van der Merwe found a flying 
logbook tucked away at the back of one of the drawers of this bench. There 
is no name in the logbook, but it covers a flying career from October 1924 to 
June 1938. Could it be that of Joe Mayhew? 
 
I tried to ascertain the position re Joe, but it would appear that he passed 
away in 1988, leaving no close next­of-kin. This information was passed 
back to Gen. Van der Merwe who then decided to hand me the Logbook for 
evaluation and donation to the SAAF Museum. 

If this is Joe's logbook, then we have a most unusual situation. In 1924, Joe 
was a Sgt Major (Technical) and only officers were allowed to fly SAAF aircraft 
and wear SAAF wings. Joe was taught to fly (unofficially [?]), by Capt. Daniel 
(Hector it would appear to be). The position was made official in Air 
Directorate Order No. 24, dated 18 June 1926 and he was granted SAAF 
wings with effect from 14 June 1926. Was Joe the only PF WO to wear SAAF 
pilots' wings? 
 
The first flight was at 06:30 on 23 October 1924, in Avro 504K (No. 407), 
with Capt. Daniel as pilot. First solo (5 minutes duration), was again in Avro 
504K No. 407, on 18 December 1924. His last official flight was solo in a 
Hawker Hartbees (No. 831), at 17:35 on 24 June 1938. The flight lasted 75 
minutes. A total of 695 flying hours in SAAF aircraft was recorded at this 
time. 
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From October 1929 to June 1932, he was an active member of the Defence 
Light Aeroplane Club and many flights are recorded. These flights were 
mainly dual instruction or "flipping." The aircraft being used were DH.60 
Moths and Avro Avians. However, he does not give aircraft registration letters 
for any of these flights. The total flying time with the Club was 310 hours 20 
minutes. 
 
His overall total flying time was, therefore, 1005 hours and 20 minutes. 
 
The list of aircraft reflected in the Logbook, shows that he flew all four aircraft types 
that formed the Imperial Gift (i.e.: Avro 504K, Airco DH.4, Acrid DH.9 and Royal 
Aircraft Factory SE.5). For some 10 years, he was stationed at the Artillery and 
Aircraft Depot. During this period, he records flying the re-engined Avro 504 (called 
the 504N - with the Lynx engine) and the re-engined DH.9 (called the DH.9J - with 
the Jaguar engine). 
 
He was also one of the first to fly the Avro Avian (with the Genet engine), which 
replaced the Avro 504 as the SAAF trainer. 
 
He also flew the second generation aircraft types (Avro Tutor, Westland Wapiti 
and Hawker Fury). He also had an opportunity to fly the Hawker Hartbees and 
Hawker Hart. 
 
An interesting and somewhat unusual story! If anyone can perhaps add anything or 
perhaps clear up some aspects of the mystery, I would be most pleased to hear 
from them  

_________________________________________ 
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Important Dates in Aviation History!  
(Continued)  

 
1926 Richard E. Byrd and Floyd Bennett of the United States made the first 
airplane flight over the North Pole.   
1926 Private airlines took over carrying airmail from the U.S. Post Office 
Department.   
1927 Charles A. Lindbergh, a U.S. pilot, made the first solo nonstop 
transatlantic flight.   He flew 3.610 miles from Garden City, N.Y., to Paris in 33 
½ hours.   
1927 The Lockheed Vega, a single -engine transport, flew for the first time.   It 
b ecam e one of the m ost popular transport planes of the 1920ôs and early 
1930ôs.  
1927 American Railway Express began air -express service.   
1928 Charles Kingsford Smith and his crew made the first flight across the 
Pacific.   They flew from Oakland, Calif., to Brisbane, Australia, with stops at 
Honolulu, Hawaii, and Suva, Fiji.   
1929 Richard E. Byrd of the United States and his crew made the first flight 
over the South Pole.   
1930 Trans World Airlines started the first transcontinental airline 
service.   The trip took 36 hours with an overnight stop in Kansas City.   
1931 Two U.S. pilots, Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon, made the first 
nonstop airplane flight across the Pacific.   They flew from Tokyo to 
Wenatchee, Washington.   
1932 Amelia Earhart of the United States was the first woman to fly across the 
Atlantic Ocean alone.   She flew from Harbour Grace, Nfld., to Londonderry, 
Ireland, in 15 hours 18 minutes.   
1933 Wiley Post, a U.S. pilot, made the first solo round -the-world flight, 
covering 23,452 miles in 3 days 22 hours 1 minute.   
1936 Douglas DC -3 transport planes entered airline service in the United 
States.   They became the most widely used airliners in history.   
1936 United Airlines established the first kitchens for serving meals in flight.   
1936 Pan American World Airways inaugurated the first transpacific 
passenger service.   
1938 The U.S. Congress established the Civil Aeronautics Board to regulate 
airline fares, routes, and schedules.   
1939 The first successful flight of a jet -engine airplane took place in Germany.   
1939 Pan American World Airways established the first regular transatlantic 
passenger service from New York City to Southampton, England.   
1942 The Bell Aircraft Company built the first jet airplane in the United 
States.   It was flown by Robert M. Stanley at Muroc Dry Lake, Calif.   
1946 Airlines established flights for around -the-world passenger service.   
1947 Charles Yeager, a U.S. Air Force captain, made the first supersonic 
flight, in a Bell X -1 rocket plane.   
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1952 D e H avilland C om ets, the w orldôs first large com m ercial jetliners, began 
service.   
1953 British Overseas Airways began the first regularly scheduled service 
with jet airliners.   
1953 The first turboprop transport, the Vickers Viscount, began regular airline 
service.   
1953 The North American F -100 Super Sabre jet fighter made the first level 
supersonic flight by a jet plane.   
1953 TWA began the first nonstop, transcontinental passenger service from 
Los Angeles to New York City.   
1954 Scandinavian Airlines began regular transarctic passenger service from 
Los Angeles to Europe.   
1958 The Boeing 707 began the first U.S. jet transport service between the 
United States and Europe.   
1958 British Overseas Airways began the first jet airliner service between the 
United States and Europe.   
1958 National Airlines began the first U.S. jet airliner service.   
1959 American Airlines began the first transcontinental jet airliner service.   
1967 United Airlines put into service the first airliners capable of carrying 
over 200 passengers.   
1968 Russian pilots test -flew  the w orldôs first supersonic transport plane, the 
Tu-144.  
1968 The first direct airline service opened between the United States and the 
Soviet Union.   
1970 The first jumbo jet, the Boeing 747, entered airline service.   
1970 The first giant Boeing 747 went into operation for Pan American World 
Airways.   It carried 362 passengers.   
1976 Air France and British Airways put the first supersonic airliners into 
passenger service.   
1978 The U.S. Congress passed the Airline Deregulation Act.   
1978 The first balloon flight across the Atlantic Ocean.   
1984 Brooke Knapp, a U.S. pilot, flew around the world in a record time of 45 
hours 32 minutes 53 seconds.   
1984 The Civil Aeronautics Board was dissolved.   
1986 Richard Rutan and Jeana Yeager, two U.S. pilots, made the first nonstop 
flight around the world without refuelling.   The flight began and ended at 
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.   
1999 First flight of a hot -air balloon around the world.   
 
 
 

 ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  
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WHY DOES AN AIRPLANE FLY?  

 
Although nothing is mind -boggling or mysterious about flying, there is much, 
to learn - just as there is in learning to drive a car.   As you learn to fly step by 
step you'll find your training enjoyable and challenging.  
Although airplanes have been a part of our society for more than 85 years, 
most people have only a vague idea of the basic principles of flight.   Flight 
may seem complicated, but in fact it's based on some simple laws of nature.  
 
The principle of lift  
When you examine a cross -section of an airplane's wing, or airfoil, you'll 
notice that the top part is curved and the bottom part is relatively flat.   This 
special shape creates lift, which makes the airplane fly.  
As the wing moves forward, the air flowing over the top travels faster than the 
air flowing beneath, resulting in a lower pressure area above the wing.   The 
relative pressure differential provides the Upward force called lift.   Lift is 
basic to flying.  
 
 Lift and gravity  
In order for an airplane to climb, lift must be greater than gravity, the force 
that holds objects on the earth.   For an airplane to maintain level flight at a 
particular altitude, lift and gravity must be the same, or in equilibrium.   When 
gravity is greater than lift, the airplane will descend.  
An airplane, of course, is more than a wing, a propeller, and an engine.   The 
body of the airplane, which holds the pilot, passengers, and baggage, is 
called the fuselage.   The tail of the airplane is called the empennage, and it 
consists of the horizontal and vertical surfaces called stabilizers.   They create 
the stability necessary to use the lift and thrust created by the wing and the 
engine -driven propeller.   Parts of the wing, horizontal stabilizer, and vertical 
stabilizer are moveable to provide the pilot with the means to control the 
airplane. These control surfaces are called ailerons on the wings, elevators 
on the horizontal stabilizer, and rudder on the vertical Stabilizer.   You'll 
become as familiar with the workings of these different parts as you are with 
the operation of a car.  
 
Thrust  and drag  
As an airplane moves forward, the wing produces lift. The force of forward 
movement is called thrust, and it's created by the engine -driven propeller or a 
jet engine.  
Like the wing, the propeller is also an airfoil. As it rotates, it creates "lift" in a 
forward direction that is called thrust.   Thrust overcomes drag (resistance of 
an object toward movement).  
When thrust is greater than drag, during takeoff, for instance, the airplane's 
speed increases.   When thrust and drag are equal, the airplane maintains the 
same speed.   Whenever drag is greater than thrust, the plane slows down.  
Lift, gravity, thrust, and drag are the four forces acting upon the 
airplane.   You'll learn to understand them thoroughly as you advance in your 
study of flight.  
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Control 
As the pilot, you control the airplane, and you determine how it flies.   The 
different movements of your controls will cause corresponding movements in 
the airplane.   Here are some basic airplane movements.  
Pulling the control wheel toward you raises the elevator, which in turn forces 
the tail down and the nose up.   This serves to create more lift than gravity and 
the airplane will climb.   To help produce the extra lift needed in the climb, you 
usually need additional power from the engine, which you achieve by using 
the throttle control.   Pushing the control wheel away from you lowers the 
elevator, forcing the tail up and the nose down.   This reduces the lift, and 
gravity makes you descend.  
The rudder pedals control the movement of the plane from right to left in 
much the same way as the rudder of a boat.   Pushing the right rudder pedal 
forces the nose of the airplane to the right, and the left rudder pedal produces 
the same movement to the left.  
Turning the control wheel moves the ailerons in opposite directions, enabling 
you to raise or lower either the right or left wing, which enables the airplane 
to turn faster than using only the rudder.  
To change the attitude of the airplane, its relationship to the horizon, you 
simply use the control surfaces and the power of the airplane.   It's an 
exercise in coordination, much like riding a bicycle.   Your flight instructor will 
discuss with you how these simple movements can be combined to 
manoeuvre the airplane.  
The basic flight instruments  
Although the instrument panel of an airplane may confuse you at first, you'll 
soon be familiar with the dials and switches and the valuable information they 
provide.   The basic flight instruments are as follows:  
Airspeed indicator - It shows the speed of the airplane through the air.  
Attitude indicator -This instrument is like the horizon you see looking out from 
the pilot's seat.   It tells you whether the nose of the airplane is pointed above 
or below the horizon and whether the airplane is turning (banking) to the left 
or right (left wing down or right wing down).  
Altimeter - This instrument shows the airplane's altitude in feet above sea 
level.  
Turn coordinator - When you're turning the airplane, this instrument shows 
the rate and the direction of the turn.   In this way you can adjust to a slower 
or faster rate of turn.  
Heading indicator (directional gyro) -  This instrument is another compass.   It 
shows the direction that the airplane is flying.   It's usually bigger and easier 
to, read than the magnetic compass, but it requires some source of power to 
work.  
Vertical speed indicator - This instrument tells you how quickly you're 
climbing or descending in feet per minute.   When you're in level flight, it 
reads "O".  
Magnetic compass - Like the compass you have seen in a car or boat, it tells 
you the airplane's heading -the direction it's flying.   It requires no power 
source.  
After your first few flights, you'll be thoroughly familiar with these 
instruments and how they work together with the airplane's control surfaces.  
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BLUE BLOOD IN THE AIR FORCE (Part 2)  

 
.....FOLLOWED BY THE MEDIUM AND HEAVY WEIGHTS  

 
MARYLAND  
The Martin 167 Maryland was 
designed for the US Army Air 
Corps (USAAC) as a medium 
attack bomber.  The prototype 
flew in March 1939 and was 
rejected by the USAAC. 
However, France had already 
ordered 115 and later upped 
the order by a further 100.  By 
the time France fell in June 
1940, 140 had been delivered. 

The outstanding 75 aircraft were diverted to England, where they were designated 
the Maryland Mark 1.  Britain then ordered 150 Mk 2's and passed 72 on to the 
SAAF (12, 21 and 24 Squadrons) in North Africa.  There were a few Marylands 
flying here in South Africa as well. When 20 Squadron was renumbered to 
become 16 Squadron during the Madagascan campaign, it was operating five 
Marylands.  The Maryland had a crew of three; - pilot, observer (ie, navigator/
bomb aimer) and wireless operator/air gunner.  It was powered by two Pratt and 
Whitney Twin Wasp radial engines which enabled it to carry 4 X 500 pound (225 
kg) bombs at 450 km/h.  It had four wing mounted 0.303 inch (7,7 mm) machine 
guns, and two more in the mid-upper turret.  
 
Back in 1984, (the late) Sergeant Major Johnnie Goussard related the following 
incident to me.  He had been an armourer in 12 Squadron (in the Desert).  In a 
counter attack, the German forces were rapidly advancing on the airfield occupied 
by 12 Squadron.  The aircrew managed to fly all the serviceable Maryland 
bombers away to safety.  The ground crews had to strike camp, load the trucks 
and also retreat.  Three Marylands were unflyable and should have been 
destroyed, but the ground crew  got the aircraft ñroadw orthyò by installing one 
engine in each - and ñtaxiedò them  to safety w ith the road convoy. 
 
BALTIMORE 

The Martin 187 was developed 
from the Maryland as a result of 
a specific British requirement.  It 
had more powerful Wright 
Cyclone radial engines and a 
deeper fuselage, but its 
armament and bomb-load was 
identical to that of the Maryland.  
The British called it the Baltimore 
and only two SAAF squadrons, 
numbers 15 and 21, were  


