Fog saved five
from fatal flight

Algm [of F

IVE would-be

gers of the ill-fated
South African Airways
flight SA 295 cheated death
when their fAight to Taipei
from Hong Kong was re-
routed to Taiwan's second
largest city, Kaohsiung,
because of fog above
Taipei.

They returned to Hong
Kong to catch another
South African Alrways
flight, SA 287 which ar-
rived at Jan Smuis Alrport
shortl after T7am

ay.

Connecting flight

The plane stopped in Mag-
rlu\u ul only picked up a
“hand; passengers, most of
whum rame from a connect-
ing flight from Singapore,
passengers said.

The Johanneshurg Bureau
chief of CBS News, Mr Bill
Mutschmann and his wife Do-
reen were two of the five who
E'er;:*nwm\ o board flight

“My wife and [ were on our
way out from mamlaud China
after a monl oliday and
were planning to spend a
week in Mawritius on the re-
turn trip.

“We cau, In a_connecting
ight from Kong to Tai-
but dr.-rm op prevented
our plane from landing and
were were diveried to anoth-
er airport in Taiwan,

Complaining
“We spent the night there,

5. We then Hew back to
Kong and ea -
er to

Mauritius. When we got to
Mauritivs ldn't let us
off the plane so we flew
home.

“1 would much rather miss
a week in Mauritius :hau
bave been on SA 205"
Mutschmann said.

o myself, I'm a pilot.
There are five extremely
lucky people sitting in Johan-
nesburg who should have
been dead,” said Mr
Mutschmann.

said fam-

ly and friends from all over
lhe world had been tele

ing his home to fin ﬂlll

whether or not they were on

SA 295, "They knew we were

meant to catch that flight.
The phone hasn't stopped
rlmcing." Mr Mutschmann
said.

Johannesburg businessman
Mr Michael Murray tele-
phoned his wife, Barbara, in
Johannesburg at 1145pm, lo-
cal time, to tell her he
wouldn't be on SA 205,

On Saturday mormluz Mr
Murray's father phooed Mrs
Murray ta tell her about the

She nevertheless shed a few
tears while waiting in antici-
pation for the passengers to
enler the international arriv-
als hal

Crew replaced

Mr Peter Gutridge said fel-
low ;assrn ger Mr Bill
Mutschmann told him of the
accident when they returned
to Hong Kong.

Mr Gutridge then tele-
phoned his wife, Elsje, in
Johannesburg.

Flight co-ordinator, Mrs

lex mides, flew out on
the l!eldeﬂnr: on Thursday
night which was en route to
Taipei vin Mauritius.

In Mauritius the crew was
replaced. Mrs Economides
caught a later Aight to Taipei
then transferred to Hong
Kong.

and she was very |
about the accident.

“She knew quite a few ol
l.hou who werc killed,.”

Mrs Economi de-.i has been
with SAA for 15 years.
“This is very dlsl.renlnl
stuff,” her husband sai

There were also ln-ars at
esterday when

1 met
collea to exchange llell's
of mﬁmm




