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FIVE BODIES FOUND AFTER JET CRASH
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LEAD: Search teams pulled five bodies from the Indian Ocean today in the area where a South African Airways jet crashed with 159 people aboard.

Search teams pulled five bodies from the Indian Ocean today in the area where a South African Airways jet crashed with 159 people aboard.

After the bodies were found, the search was suspended because of rough seas. The authorities said it would resume Monday.

The plane, apparently on fire, crashed early Saturday as it approached Mauritius for a refueling stop en route from Taiwan to Johannesburg.

The five bodies were not identified. Passengers on the Flight, No. SA295, came from 11 countries. One, identified as G. Murless, was an American, according to South African Airways.

It was the world's worst air disaster this year and the worst in South African aviation history. No Suggestion of Cause

Officials would not speculate on the cause of the crash of the Boeing 747-200B, a jumbo jet designed to carry both passengers and cargo.

Contact with the plane was lost 10 minutes before the scheduled landing, after the pilot, Capt. Dawie Uys, 49 years old, radioed to the control tower: ''There is smoke coming into the cabin. I think we have a fire.'' A South African Airways spokesman, Nico Venter, denied a report that the plane was delayed in Taiwan because of a bomb threat. It was delayed one hour because of weather and to accommodate passengers from other flights making connections, he said.

Ships from France, Mauritius, Taiwan and Japan were taking part in the search today. Spotter planes also were in operation. The South African Air Force said it would send two helicopters Monday to join the hunt, centered about 100 miles northeast of Mauritius. 
Life Raft Is Found

Mr. Venter said that a life raft and inflatable dinghy were found, but that all aboard were presumed to have died.   
'Efforts are now concentrated on locating the black box'' or flight data recorder, he said.

The black box will send a signal for about 30 days, Mr. Venter said.

Airline officials said late Saturday that a baby carried onto the plane had not been on the passenger list, raising the number aboard to 160. But Cecile Taljaard, a spokeswoman for South African Airways, said today that the baby had been listed and the total aboard was 159.

Among those aboard were 71 South Africans, including 19 crew members; 47 Japanese; 30 Taiwanese; two Australians; two Mauritians; two from Hong Kong, and one each from the Netherlands, Britain, West Germany, Denmark and South Korea.

''I wish I was there now,'' said Lu Ju-kuei, one of those at the office. Her 26-year-old daughter was on the flight with a tour group heading to South Africa for a 15-day visit.

''I believe she's still alive, and they can't stop searching.''

It was the worst crash in the 53-year history of South African Airways.

Mauritius is an island chain 2,200 miles northeast of Johannesburg and about 500 miles east of Madagascar, a larger island nation east of southern Africa.
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