








ANSWERED DEC 1987  

TO: RF-BREMEN 

FROM: RV SONNE  

21.12.87.11:00 LT 


SAA - SEARCH  

============

FROM 19.12. EVENING UNTIL 10.12.(should read 20.12.)MORNING OFOS-SEARCH PROFILE IN SEARCH AREA 6. NO INDICATIONS OF DEBRIS.  

AFRICANA REPORTED HER LOCATOR SYSTEMS READY AND WAS ABLE TO CLEARLY RECEIVE SIGNALS FROM THE TEST PINGER, SUBSEQUENTLY CONDUCTED SEARCH IN  AREAS, WHERE W.W. AND J.R. REPORTEDLY HAD HEARD SOMETHING. UNTIL NOW NO POSITIVE RESULT.  

AN OFOS-PROFILE IN THE WEST OF THE SEARCH-AREA 1 SHOWED OVER  APPROXIMATELY 4 NM EXTENT  A LARGE QUANTITY OF VERY LIGHT WEIGHT PLASTIC AND PAPER MATERIAL: PLASTIC TRAYS, ENVELOPES, AN AIRMAIL LETTER, FLOOR COVERING, OVERHEAD LUGGAGE BIN AND MUCH MORE . THERE EXISTS OF COURSE ALSO THE POSSIBILITY THAT, THESE PARTS DON'T COME FROM THE ILL-FATED AIRCRAFT, NEVERTHELESS THESE PARTS WERE IDENTIFIED  AS ABOVE-MENTIONED. 

ON THE FOLLOWING PROFILE, NEXT TO EACH OTHER, A PLEATED SHIRT AND THE ASSOCIATED CARTON WERE FOUND. CONSEQUENTLY WE HAVE INFORMED J.R  AND STATED OUR OPINION THAT, WITH A DRIFT DIRECTION ESTIMATED BY US TO BE APPROXIMATELY 267 DEGREES, VERY LIGHT WEIGHT OBJECTS WITH VERY LOW SINKING RATES WERE FOUND IN THE WEST. THE MEDIUM WEIGHT OBJECTS, HOWEVER,  APPROXIMATELY 20 NM TO THE EAST (TOY CAR) PIECE OF  PIPE (PART OF FUEL PIPE  FROM AN JET ENGINE) . WE PROPOSED THE EXPANSION OF THE SEARCH AREA BY 15 NM TO THE  EAST. ALL THIS STILL AT NIGHT BY 0200 A.M. PER TLX TO J.R.  

IN THE REPORT OF J.R. TO SAR-OPS ONLY  MOST MINIMALLY MENTIONED, HOWEVER DETAILED REPORT OF OUR DOWNTIME OF 1HR 12 MIN. ( CABLE HAD JUMPED THE THE BULLWHEEL IN THE LIGHT LOAD PART,  HAD TO BE INTERCEPTED FIRST AND FITTED BACK IN.)  

HERE GET MORE AND MORE THE IMPRESSION THAT, FOR COMMERCIAL AND PRESTIGE REASONS, ABOUT  J.R. AND W.W. ONLY ROUTINE AND SUCCESS REPORTS, WHILE SMALLEST PROBLEMS ON SONNE AND AFRICANA ARE REPORTED IN GREAT DETAIL, TO CREATE,  PARTLY DELIBERATELY WRONG IMPRESSIONS. CONCERNING THIS WE ARE IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH BOTH SOUTH AFRICANS HERE ON BOARD.  

21.12.0333 OFOS ON DECK; ALL EMPLOYED EQUIPMENT STILL  OPERATIONAL. COAXCABLE  AT 5.000 M SOME STRANDS BROKEN, TAPED.  

ETA PT.LOUIS: 21.12.,1600 

ETD 22.12.,1500  

RGRDS  

MUELLER / PLUEGER / ABICH  

MY RETURN FLIGHT FOR 22.12.(ARR. BREMEN 23rd.) NOT YET CONFIRMED.  

INFO TO THAT AS SOON AS AVAILABLE.   /ABICH  

